
 

February 2020 

Administrators’ Message 
February 4th is our annual staff Faith Development Day. Our theme this year is: Walking Together in the 
Light of Christ. We are pleased to welcome David Wells as our keynote speaker. We also welcome Fr. 
Glenn McDonald who will celebrate the Eucharistic Liturgy with us. 

Please remember that there is no school for students on Faith Development Day. 
 
We have already started planning for the next school year. We are now accepting new registrations for 
the 2020-2021 school year. Our Open House is on Tuesday, February 25, 6:00- 8:00 pm. We appreciate 
your spreading the word about our great school to your friends and neighbors! 
 
This year, Ash Wednesday falls on February 26 and marks the start of the Lenten season. During Lent, 
we are invited to prepare for Easter. Lent is a time of reflection and renewal, a time to look inside 
ourselves and to give more fully to one another. We engage in prayer, fasting, and abstinence during the 
season of Lent as we stand with our Lord in the desert.  
 
Our Ash Wednesday service will take place on Wednesday, February 26, at 8:45 am in the school 
gymnasium. Parents are more than welcome to join us.  
 
We hope that all our families enjoy some quality time together over the Family Day long weekend on 
February 17.  
 
 
Guitta Kodershah  Brigitte Levasseur  Nicole Thomlinson 
Principal   Assistant Principal  Assistant Principal 
 
 

Staffing Update 
This month we say farewell to Mme Elyse Demers who begins her maternity 
leave on February 17th. We are pleased to welcome Mme Andréeanne 
Tremblay who will be taking over for Mme Demers. We would like to thank 
Mme Demers and wish her all the best as she prepares for her new arrival.  

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

February 03  Grade 8 Field Trip Father Michael Mireau Youth Day 
 
February 04  No School- Faith Development Day  
 
February 07  January Assembly- Elementary program- 9:00 am 
       
February 12 School Council Meeting at 6:00 pm in the Library 
 
February 14  Valentine’s Day Activities 

Hot Lunch Day- Elementary program 
 
February 20  Grade 6 Feeder Schools visit to J.H. Picard 
 
February 21 Carnaval d’hiver- Elementary program 
 Snow Valley Ski Trip- High School students 
 
February 25th  -Shrove Tuesday 
 -JHP Open House 6:00- 8:00 pm 

 
February 26   Ash Wednesday Service at 9:00 am- School Gymnasium 
 
February 27 & 28 No School- Teacher Convention 
 

JHP Student Council News 
As High School students prepared for their 
final exams, our Junior High student council 
members planned a couple of small but 
significant ways to help support students 
through exam week. The Junior High student 
council members put together small care 
packages for each High School student, and 
they were handed out on exam days. Care 
packages included a granola bar, fruit 
gummies, a pencil, a pack of gum with a joke, a tea sachet, a sticker, a 

chocolate heart as well as a cute eraser. Junior High students also distributed encouraging and 
motivational notes on high school lockers. Seeing high school students smile right before 
entering an exam room was a welcome change!  



J. H. Picard Registration and Open House Dates 
We are now accepting new registrations in kindergarten through grade 12 for the 2020-2021 
school year.  

To register for our Kindergarten program, children must be 5 years of age on or before Jan 1 of 
their kindergarten year. Parents are encouraged to use the online Kindergarten Calculator to 
determine when their child will be eligible for kindergarten programming: 
http://parent.ecsd.net/kindergarten/  

All new registration applications (for students not currently enrolled in an Edmonton Catholic 
School), are completed online: 

https://www.ecsd.net/SchoolProfiles/Pages/Registration.aspx 

New registrations will be confirmed following our Open House. 

Our Open House is for all grades, Kindergarten through grade 12. It will be held on Tuesday, 
February 25 from 6:00- 8:00 pm 

We thank you for passing on this information to any parents you know who may be considering 
our school for the fall. We know that our best form of advertising is your sharing of the good 
things that are happening at J. H. Picard. Thank you for spreading the good news! 

We look forward and welcome new families. Thank you for spreading the good news! 
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High School Course selection 
In January all grade 9 – 11 students participated in a High School Course Selection workshop to 
assist them in making informed and appropriate choices about their high school courses.   
The workshop included a slide show presentation with information about the Alberta High 
School diploma requirements, examples of career & post-secondary scenarios - what courses 
are required and in which cases, and a Q & A period.   
Following the presentation, students received their registration forms, and were assisted by 
four teachers/admin members to answer queries and offer support while they complete them. 
 
As we continue planning for 2020-2021 school year, we would ask that you let us know if your 
child will not be attending J.H. Picard next year. Having an accurate registration count is very 
important in determining the number of classes we will offer, as well as the number of 
teachers we require.  

Transition Passports for Grade 6 students 
Our current grade six students will not receive a transition passport, unless they are planning to 
move to another Catholic school. It is assumed that our students will continue with us for grade 
seven. Consequently, their registrations will automatically roll over for next year. 

An Elementary/Junior High Transition Letter to this effect will be distributed to all grade 6 
students at JH Picard. Students who indicate they WILL NOT be returning to J.H. Picard for the 
2020—2021 school year will be given a Transition Passport. They are asked to return the 
Transition Passport to the school office by Wednesday, March 4. We will then forward the 
passports to the ECSD school the student wishes to attend. The junior high principal of the 
receiving school will then indicate acceptance or non-acceptance. Please feel free to contact 
the school office with any questions you may have. 

 

Outstanding Achievement in Mathematics  
This past November 596 students from 36 schools in Alberta participated 
in the Alberta High School Math Competition (AHSMC). The JH Picard 
Grade 11 team with Aaron He, Nolan Zurek, Anthony Modra and Michael 
Modra, placed 8th among the 36 schools. Aaron received the Grade XI 
prize and placed 8th among all 596 participating students. Congratulations 
to our students for their outstanding 
achievement!   
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Getting back to the Basics 

Do manners really matter?  Yes, they do!  Manners are one of the corner stones in building 
relationships. When children show good manners, their relationships will grow with their peers and 
adults. Here are 5 basic guidelines: 

1. Model manners. If you want your child to have good manners, you must make sure you do 
as well.  

2. Practice at home. It is naïve to expect your child to suddenly pick up the habit of good 
manners by telepathy. They need to know what the expectations are. You can reinforce the 
message several ways; by telling your child what is expected, by writing  down what is 
expected or even perhaps creating fun, etiquette activities. 

3. Take your children out in public. Once you've explained and reinforced the manners  at 
home, take them out to casual restaurants, the library, or the shopping mall so they can 
practice what they've learned. 

4. Give them the words. There are 5 basic polite words and phrases that should be among the 
first in every child's primary vocabulary. These should be used while speaking to babies, 
toddlers, and children. "Please," "thank you," "May I, "Excuse me," and "No thank you," 
should be the basics.  

5. Give your child positive reinforcement. Everyone loves praise and our children are no 
different, especially when it comes from a parent or someone they respect. Encourage them 
when they are polite. 

6. Be patient. It is true that most children are self-centered by nature. Every parent recognizes 
this very early in the parenting charge, and it's up to you to turn this around. Teach them the 
importance of respecting other people's feelings and needs. 

“Do to others as you would have them do to you.” Luke 6:31 

 



Student Transportation Fee Changes 
At their public Board meeting on December 17, Trustees approved a new 
fee schedule for student transportation. These changes will help offset 
the projected $4.6 million deficit.  

Effective February 1, 2020, the new fee schedule reinstates 
transportation fees for students who reside 2.4 km or more from their designated school. Bill 1: 
An Act to Reduce School Fees was proclaimed in June 2017 and removed the ability for school 
boards to charge transportation fees for these students. The School Fee Reduction grant was 
discontinued in the October 24th provincial budget and translates into a $2.7 million reduction 
in funding. Kindergarten students will now be required to pay a monthly transportation fee. 

The changes to the transportation fee schedule will mean that about 28% of our total ridership 
of 19,773 students will now have to pay transportation fees as of February 2020. This is a total 
of 5,694 students and includes 1,316 Kindergarten students. 

“This new fee schedule will address growing transportation costs that are a result of inflation, 
an increase in carrier rates, enrolment growth and additional buses required due to urban 
sprawl,” said Joan Carr, Superintendent, Edmonton Catholic Schools. “We thank parents for 
their support as we work together to make our school transportation system as efficient as 
possible.” Please visit the division School and Transportation Fees page for an updated Student 
Transportation Fee Schedule. 

Message from Transportation Services 

Here are some useful tips to help all parents track a late school bus: 

1. LIVE! Yellow Bus Delay Board – located on www.ecsd.net Select the Schools tab, 
under Transportation select “Yellow Bus Delay Board” 

As soon as a bus is reported late to our office, we post it on the delay board while the SWIFT 
message is being sent out to parents/guardians. 

2. Bus Finder – located in PowerSchool Parent Portal under Bus Information, select the Bus 
Finder tab. Bus Finder will track the bus assigned to your route by GPS. 

3. Call Transportation Services directly if your bus is running more than 10 minutes late! 780-
441-6078 

4. Email any updates to contact information to transportationservices@ecsd.net to ensure all 
delayed bus notifications are received. 

https://www.ecsd.net/ParentsStudents/ParentResources/Pages/School-and-Transportation-Fees.aspx
http://www.ecsd.net/
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjGx-67--rSAhUK2GMKHTjuA1kQjRwIBw&url=https://clipartfest.com/categories/view/65c2370daa50e52191574a77a29736feaacc751a/cartoon-bus-pictures-clip-art.html&bvm=bv.150120842,bs.1,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNFS2qz-IUSKzGWzR_TWnzL7HglcjQ&ust=1490301379287828


Ash Wednesday 
We will mark the start of Lent with an Ash Wednesday service for K- 12 
students, in our school gymnasium on Wednesday, February 26 at 8:45 am. 
Parents are very welcome to join us. Please remember that Ash Wednesday is a 
meatless day for Catholics. Parents are asked to refrain from sending meat 
items in school lunches on Ash Wednesday. 

 

School Council 
Our next School Council is on Wednesday, February 12 at 6:00 PM in 
the school library. All parents are welcome to attend. We value your 
input into school decisions and activities.  

 

 

J.H. Picard Elementary Choir 
We are thrilled to announce that our choir has been 
chosen to perform during our Division’s CELEBRATION 
OF THE ARTS, April 28th at the Northern Alberta Jubilee 
Auditorium. Our performance will be a collaboration 
between J.H. Picard and St. Stanislaus elementary 
choirs. On Friday, January 31st, the St. Stanislaus choir 
joined us at J.H. Picard for the first joint rehearsal in 
preparation for the Celebration of the Arts 
performance.  

 

Accountability Pillar Survey 

As an annual check-up on the education system, the Accountability Pillar 
provides an opportunity for Alberta Education and school authorities to 
ensure that we are equipping students for success. 

The Accountability Pillar uses a set of 16 indicators. Data on these 
indicators consists of surveys of students, parents and teachers on various 

aspects of education quality, student outcomes such as dropout and high school completion 
rates, and provincial assessments of student learning. 



From January to the end of February, Alberta Education will be conducting the annual 
Accountability Pillar Survey. 

In February, students in grades 4 - 12 and all teachers will be completing their surveys online at 
school. 

All surveys are anonymous and ask questions about experiences with our school. In addition to 
English and French, the parent survey is available in Chinese, Punjabi, Arabic, Blackfoot, Dene, 
Cree, Korean, Spanish, Tagalog and Urdu.  

Your participation in the survey helps provide important information on the quality of 
education your child is receiving, so we encourage you to return your survey promptly.  

Survey results will be available to school authorities in May and will be reported publicly as part 
of their 3-Year Education Plans and Annual Education Results Reports. 

Accessing Report Cards Through PowerSchool 
Parents can now access Summary Reports for marks through 
PowerSchool Parent Portal. These reports are available at the 
end of each semester on Jan. 31st and at the end of June.  This 
contains a big-picture view of how your child has achieved 
overall on the learning outcomes assessed from September 
until January.   

Instructions: 

Once you log on to powerschool.ecsd.net/public scroll down 
and click on Summary Report, as shown.  Then follow the 
prompts. For detailed instructions on how to access the 
summary report, click here.   

IMPORTANT: The PowerSchool app reports inaccurately.  We 
discourage parents from using the PowerSchool app.  Instead, 
please access PowerSchool via a web browser, such as 
Chrome.   

 

Father Mike Mireau Youth Day 
On February 3, grade eight students will be taking part in the fifth annual 
Father Michael Mireau Youth Day. Father Mike wanted this to be a day 
for grade eights, since he felt that they are often the overlooked, middle 
children in our junior high schools. This is truly a special day for our grade 

eight students. The keynote speaker for the day is Steve Angrisano, who is a celebrated Catholic 

https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/personal/jennifer_espejoharasimiuk_ecsd_net/Documents/%60%60%60Assessment%20and%20Reporting/PowerSchool/powerschool.ecsd.net/public
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1DGhjk5x3PRXOLa0yYAxP6maaXq3-19Es


speaker and musician. Our grade eight students, along with grade eights from across the 
archdiocese, will be treated to a wonderful day of faith and fun.  

Faith Development Day 
On Tuesday, February 4, 2020, all staff members will be involved in a district-wide 
Faith Development Day at the Edmonton Convention Centre. There will be no 
instruction of students at school on that day. 

Catholic education is an awesome vocation and responsibility. By being involved in the 
education mission of the church, Catholic schools provide a hopeful response to the 

great mysteries of life in an increasingly complex world. Faith Development Day provides us, as a 
community of faith, with the opportunity to become more deeply aware of the faith foundation of our 
lives and to find inspiration to enter into our life’s work with deeper conviction 
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